
Tips For Being A Great Coach 

Respect The Golden Rule – Treat your players, parents and the officials in the same manner that 
you want to be treated.  Do not yell, embarrass, or say sarcastic remarks to anyone in front of others 
if they happen to make a poor play, a controversial call or say the wrong thing.  To gain respect, you 
must first give respect. 

Be Everyone’s Coach – As the saying goes, “There is no I in team.”  Try and make the team 

experience good for all the players by letting everyone contribute.  Treat everyone as equals. 

Appreciate Your Assistants – No youth sports coach can do it all by themselves.  Find a good 
assistant or two, give them responsibility and never stop thanking them.  Remember that the more 
help you get, the more help your players get. 

Focus On The Fundamentals – Help your players master the basic skills of the sport.  Wins and 
losses come and go, but you only get one chance to develop a player’s fundamental skills.  Don’t 
waste the opportunity.  Remind your players that hustle is a fundamental skill as well.  

Teach And Enforce Good Sportsmanship – Spend time at practice and before games explaining 
to your team how to behave after a win or loss.  Explain that good sportsmanship means that there 
is no bad mouthing or taunting the opponents.  Teach your players to develop a positive relationship 
with the officials.  Enforce your rules of sportsmanship if one of your players misbehaves; that‘s the 
key.  

Understand The Rules Of The Game – Get a set of rules and read them.  Identify any special 
policies that your league has adopted.  Master the way the game is officiated.  If you know the rules, 
you will be able to pass that knowledge onto your players. 

Have A Positive Rapport With The Officials – Seek clarification on a call if you do not 
understand what the call was.  Ask questions if you need to.  Always set the right tone for your team 
by never arguing a call or disparaging an official.  Arguing with the officials will upset your players 
and set a negative example. 

Promote Fun – Avoid getting to serious.  Don’t get crazy about winning.  Make sure you smile.  
Teach the game and good sportsmanship, but above all else, make sure the kids are having fun.  If 
they are not having fun, re-evaluate your coaching techniques and ask for help from the youth 
sports supervisor. 

Be Patient – Young players are going to make mistakes and errors throughout the season.  They 
need to know that it’s okay to make mistakes on the playing field, they’ll do better next time and it’s 
your job to help them learn.  It takes times, patience and practice to be better players.  Do not focus 
on mistakes, focus on the positive and move on. 

Talk To The Parents – From the very first day of practice, talk with your parents.  Keep in mind 
that parents come to games to see their kids play.  Talks to parents and work towards making it a 
good experience for both the child and them.  Good communication is the key.  Make sure you call 
and let them know of practices, games and any changes.       


