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ORDINANCE NO.  07-10 
 

DEKALB PARK DISTRICT  
 

AN ORDINANCE CODIFYING THE REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 
GOVERNING THE USE OF THE PARK SYSTEM OF THE DEKALB PARK 

DISTRICT, DEKALB COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
 
 WHEREAS, the DeKalb Park District is a municipal corporation duly organized 
on February 21, 1935, under the act of the General Assembly of the State of Illinois 
entitled “An Act to Provide for the Organizations of Park District and the transfer of 
Submerged Lands to those Bordering on Navigable Bodies of “Water”, and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is deemed desirable to collect the various ordinances and 
regulations of the DeKalb Park District in one ordinance to provide a single instrument 
for the government of the business operations of the Park District, the use of the parks 
and the policing of them and other facilities of the District and rules affecting personal 
conduct of patrons and employees of the District:  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Commissioners of the DeKalb 
Park District, in DeKalb County, Illinois, as follows:   
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CHAPTER I 
SCOPE 

 
Section 1.01 Designation 
 
 This Ordinance shall be known as the “DeKalb Park District Code” and the same 
may be so cited and referred to for the purposes of identification.   
 
Section 1.02 Jurisdiction  
 
 This Ordinance shall apply to, and be enforced in, all the parks, roadways, 
parking lots, waters, structures and other property of every kind owned or leased by the 
DeKalb Park District, now or hereafter, whether within or outside the boundaries of said 
District.   
 
Section 1.03 Conflicting Provisions  
 
 If the provisions of different chapters, articles, divisions or sections of this 
Ordinance conflict with or contravene each other, the provisions of each chapter, article, 
division or section shall prevail as to all matters and questions growing out of the subject 
matter of that chapter, article, division or section.   
 
Section 1.04 References Include Amendments; Construction  
 
 Any reference in this Ordinance to an ordinance or provision of this Ordinance 
shall mean such ordinance or provision as may now exit or is hereafter amended.   
 
 Any reference in this Ordinance to chapters, articles, divisions or sections shall be 
to the chapters, articles, divisions and section of this Ordinance unless otherwise 
specified.   
 
Section 1.05 Amendments and References to Ordinances 
 
 Any additions or amendments to this Ordinance when passed in such form as to 
indicate the intention of the Board to make the same part of this Ordinance shall be 
deemed to be incorporated in this Ordinance so that a reference to the DeKalb Park 
District Code shall be understood to include them.   
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CHAPTER II 
DEFINITIONS  

 
Section 2.01   District:  DeKalb Park District, DeKalb, IL.  
 
Section 2.02  Board:  Board of Park Commissioners of the DeKalb Park District  
 
Section 2.03  Director:  The Executive Director of the DeKalb Park District  
 
Section 2.04 Employee:  One who is working for compensation in the service 

of the District.   
 
Section 2.05  Officer:  Conservators of the Peace as appointed by the Board of  
                                    Park Commissioners from time to time.  
 
Section 2.06  Park System:  All of the parks, roadways, parking lots, waters,  
   structures and other property of every kind whether owned or  
   leased by the District now or hereafter, whether within or without 
   its boundaries.   
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CHAPTER III 
ORGANIZATION 

 
Section 3.01 Government  
 

The government of the District shall be vested in the Board of Park 
Commissioners, duly elected as provided by law.  The Board may, to the extent permitted 
by law, delegate certain functions to officers of the District.   

 
Section 3.02 Mission Statement  
 
 The DeKalb Park District’s mission is to provide diverse, high quality, active and 
passive recreational facilities and services to the residents of DeKalb.   
 
Section 3.03 Operating Authority 
 
 The DeKalb Park District will operate at all times within the legal limits of the 
Illinois Park District Code, Chapter 105, Illinois Revised Statutes and all other statutes 
affecting the operation of a unit of local government.   
 
Section 3.04 Fiscal Year  
 
 The fiscal year of the DeKalb Park District shall begin the first day of March and 
end on the last day of February of the succeeding year.  
 
Section 3.05 Annual Meeting  
 
 The annual meeting of the Board of Commissioners shall be held on the second 
Thursday in May, in each year, beginning at 7PM.  Officers for the year will be elected at 
the annual meeting.   
 
Section 3.06 Regular Meetings  
 
 Regular meetings of the Board will be held on the second Thursday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the Administrative Office-Hopkins Community Center, 1403 Sycamore 
Road.  If the meeting falls on a legal holiday, the meeting shall be held the following day 
or a date specified by the Board.   
 
Section 3.07 Special Meetings  
 
 Special meetings may be called by the President whenever he shall deem it 
necessary or upon the request of two Commissioners and in accordance with the “Open 
Meetings Act” of the State of Illinois.   
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Section 3.08 Quorum 
 
 A majority of the duly elected and qualified commissioners shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business; provided, however, that if no quorum is present, 
the commissioners attending may adjourn the meeting from time to time until a quorum is 
obtained.   
 
Section 3.09 Order of Business  
 
 Board meetings will have prepared agendas that are distributed at least 48 hours 
in advance of the meeting.  The agenda shall consist at minimum the following:  Call to 
Order, Approval of Agenda, Approval of Minutes, Correspondence, Business from the 
Floor, Old Business, New Business, Financial Reports, Committee and Staff Reports and 
Adjournment.   
 
Section 3.10 Records, Minutes and Ordinances  
 
 All ordinances, resolutions, and other proceedings of the Board will be in writing 
and kept in a regular book of records open to public inspection at all reasonable and 
proper times as prescribed by law.  
 
Section 3.11 Board Voting  
 
 A roll call vote shall be taken upon the passage of all ordinances and resolutions; 
when authorizing or creating a debt, obligation, claim, liability or expenditure on account 
of the park district, in excess of or for a purpose other than that previously authorized in 
its combined budget and appropriation ordinance appropriation of money; and in all cases 
at the request of any commissioner, and shall be entered upon the minutes of the 
proceedings.   
 
Section 3.12 Rules of Order  
 
 Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern in all questions of procedure not otherwise 
provided herein.   
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CHAPTER IV  
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  

 
Section 4.01 Board Officers  
 
 The officers of the Board of Park Commissioners shall be President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer as prescribed by law and such assistants as may be 
chosen by the Board.   
 
Section 4.02 Election and Term of Officers  
 
 The officers of the District shall be elected from their number annually by the 
Board at the designated annual meeting, pursuant to law.  If the officers shall not be 
elected at such meeting, they shall be elected at the next Board meeting as soon thereafter 
as possible.  Each officer shall hold office for one year until the next annual meeting.   
Whenever a member of the Board becomes unable to serve, the Board may declare the 
office vacant.  The vacancy must be filled by appointment by a majority of the remaining 
Board members.  In case of temporary absence or inability of any officer to act as such, 
the Board may fill the office pro tempore.  
 
 The Board may appoint annually an attorney in the manner provided for the 
officers herein, and may further employ such employees from time to time according to 
the “Personnel Policy Ordinance of the De Kalb Park District”.   
 
Section 4.03 President  
 

The president of the Park District shall preside at all meetings of the Board and 
shall call special meetings of the Board on the President’s own motion or on request of 
two or more members, and in case of a special meeting, will cause a notice to be given to 
all members as provided by the rule of the said Board.  The President shall have the right 
to vote upon all questions coming before the Board and shall be a member and will be a 
member thereof.   
 
Section 4.04 Vice President  
 
 The vice-president shall preside at any Park District meeting where the president 
is not present.  This person shall assume any other duties as set forth by the president.   
 
Section 4.05 Secretary 
 
 The secretary, or a designated representative, shall maintain the corporate seal and 
all books and records pertaining to the office and shall attest and affix the corporate seal 
to all instruments requiring action when authorized by ordinance or vote of the Board.  
The secretary, or a designated representative, shall cause all ordinances, resolutions and 
other actions of the Board requiring publication to be duly published.  The secretary, or a 
designated representative, shall give notice of and attend all meetings of the Board and 
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prepare minutes of the meetings.  The secretary shall have the power to administer oaths 
and affirmations.   
 
Section 4.06 Treasurer  
 

The treasurer, or designated representative, shall report to the Board monthly, all 
receipts and disbursements and submit such financial statements and detailed information 
as may be required by the Board.  The treasurer, or designated representative, shall advise 
the Board on financial policies and practices.  In addition to the duties prescribed in the 
Park District Code, the treasurer shall perform such other duties and prepare such reports 
as directed by the Board.   
 
Section 4.07 Attorney 
 
 The attorney shall have charge of all legal matters and of prosecution and defense 
of all litigation in which the District is involved.  The attorney shall draft all ordinances, 
resolutions and all other legal material as the required by the Board.   
 
Section 4.08 Executive Director  
 
 The Executive Director is the chief executive officer of the Park District and is 
responsible for directing, planning and actions of District operations.   
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CHAPTER V  

CONTRACTS AND DISBURSEMENTS  
 

Section 5.01 Creation of Debt 
 
 No member of the Board of any park district, or any person, whether in the 
employ of the board or otherwise, shall have power to create any debt, obligation, claim 
or liability, for or on account of the park district, or the monies or property of the same, 
except with the expressed authority of the board conferred at a meeting thereof and duly 
recorded in a record of its proceedings.     
 
Section 5.02 Contracts  
 
 All contracts involving District liability exceeding $10,000 shall be awarded by 
the Board.   
 
Section 5.03 Disbursement of Funds  
 
 Checks for payment of authorized salaries and wages for employees, and for 
payment of authorized interest and principal on bonded indebtedness and installment 
contracts, and for payment for goods and services purchased for normal operations of the 
District may be drawn by the Director or duly appointed staff, and issued as the same 
become due and payable.   
 
 All payments of goods and services and summaries of salaries and wages shall be 
reported in writing to the Director as made, and to the Park Commissioners at their next 
regular meeting for their review.   
 
 Purchases shall be made in compliance with the “Local Government Prompt 
Payment Act”, approved by the Eighty-fourth General Assembly.    
 
Section 5.04 General Corporate Powers  
 
 In accordance with the Illinois Compiled Statutes, the Board may acquire by gift, 
legacy or purchase any personal property necessary for its corporate purposes provided 
that all contracts for supplies, materials or work involving an expenditure in excess of 
$20,000 shall be let to the lowest responsible bidder, after due advertisement, excepting 
contracts which by their nature are not adapted to award by competitive bidding and 
where funds are expended in an emergency and are approved by ¾ of the members of the 
board.   
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CHAPTER VI  
FISCAL AFFAIRS  

 
Section 6.01 Fiscal Year  
 
 The fiscal year of the District shall begin on the first day of March of each year 
and shall end the last day of February in the succeeding year.  
 
Section 6.02 Appropriation  
 
 Within or before the first quarter of each fiscal year, the Board shall adopt the 
combined Budget and Appropriation Ordinance for the fiscal year.  Prior to adoption, the 
Ordinance will be available for public inspection for a minimum of thirty days and a 
public hearing shall be held with notice given by publication in a newspaper published in 
the District at least one week prior to the time of such hearing.      
 
Section 6.03 Tax Levy  
 
 All general and special taxes proposed by the board to be levied upon the taxable 
property within the district shall be levied by ordinance.  A certified copy of the Tax 
Levy Ordinance shall be filed with the County Clerk of DeKalb County no later than the 
last Tuesday in December in each year.    
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CHAPTER VII 
CORPORATE SEAL  

 
Section 7.01 Form of Seal  
 
 The corporate seal of the District shall be circular in form with the words 
“DeKalb Park District, DeKalb, Illinois”, between concentric rings upon the margin and 
words “Corporate Seal” within the inner circle.   
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CHAPTER VII  
POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 
 The Board may employ a police force as may be required, and may define and 
prescribe their respective duties and compensation.  After receiving a certificate attesting 
to the successful completion of a training course administered by the Illinois Law 
Enforcement Training Standard Board, police officers appointed by the Board shall be 
conservators of the peace within and upon the parks, boulevards, driveways, and property 
controlled by the park district and shall have power to make arrests subject to the 
provisions of the laws of the State of Illinois and Ordinances and Regulations of the 
District.   
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CHAPTER VIII 
PARK REGULATIONS   

 
Section 8.01 Abandonment of Property 
 
It is unlawful for any person to abandon any personal property on District property, 
including, but not limited to, cars, boats, appliances, garbage, furniture or refuse.  The 
District may remove and destroy such property and assess the costs for such removal to 
the person abandoning the property.  

 
Section 8.02 Advertising  
 
 Advertising of a permanent form will be allowed only with Board approval.  No 
person shall display, distribute, post or fix any placard, sign, handbill, pamphlet, circular, 
or any other written or printed material or objects containing advertising matter or 
announcements of any kind whatsoever in the property owned or controlled by the 
DeKalb Park District without prior permission of the Director and then only in full 
compliance with the terms of a valid contract or permit allowing the same.  Displays may 
remain in view for the duration of the activity.   
 
Section 8.03 Aircraft Control  
 
 No person shall fly, cause to be flown, or permit any aircraft of any kind to be 
flown over the park system at any time at an elevation less than the minimum safety 
requirements established by the Civil Aeronautics Administration or other governmental 
authority or less than is reasonable and proper, or so as to endanger the safety of any 
person or property.  No person shall land, cause to be landed, or permit any aircraft to 
land in the park system, except when required by unavoidable emergency.  Sky diving 
over or onto lands owned or operated by the Park District is not permitted without 
advance approval by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
 No person shall fly, cause to be flown, or permit any model craft or hang-gliding 
device of any kind to be flown in the park system without a permit and then only in such 
places and times as the Park District may from time to time designate for the purpose.   
 
Section 8.04 Alcohol, Drugs and Narcotics  
 

No person under the influence of alcohol, drugs or narcotics shall enter, be, or 
remain in the Park System.  No person shall use or possess alcohol, drugs, or narcotics as 
defined in the Illinois Compiled Statutes on Park District properties except as described 
herein.  Wine intended for use in services by religious organizations is permitted as are 
alcoholic beverages sold by the Park District as a duly licensed distribution point, 
including but not limited to the Community Center, Ellwood House Meeting Room and 
Golf Courses.  
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Exceptions; Permits 

A.  Private Events at a Park District Shelter 
1. The foregoing prohibition against the possession, 
consumption of intoxicating beverages or substances shall 
not apply to the consumption of alcoholic beverages by 
individuals age 21 an older at Park District Shelters as 
described herein, provided that any person or entity 
intending to provide alcoholic beverages or consumption 
(but not for sale or resale) at said facility shall be required 
to first obtain a permit issued by the Executive Director not 
less than 14 days prior to the applicable event. 
 
2.  The licensee must maintain liquor liability and dram 
shop liability insurance policies with coverage limits of not 
less than $1,000,000 per occurrence.  All insurance policies 
must name the DeKalb Park District as an additional 
insured and the licensee must provide certificates of 
insurance and policy endorsements to the Park District no 
less than seven days prior to the event. 
 

  B.  Public Events.   
1.  The foregoing prohibition against the possession, 
consumption of intoxicating beverages or substances shall 
not apply to the sale or distribution of  alcoholic beverages 
at public events conducted on Park District property by 
entities or organizations other than the Park District as 
described herein, provided that any entity or organization 
intending to sell or distribute alcoholic beverages on Park 
District Property shall be required to first obtain a permit 
issued by the Executive Director not less than 14 days 
prior to the applicable event. 
 
2.  The licensee must maintain liquor liability and dram 

shop liability insurance policies with coverage limits of not 
less than $1,000,000 per occurrence.  All insurance policies 
must name the DeKalb Park District as an additional 
insured and the licensee must provide certificates of 
insurance and policy endorsements to the Park District no 
less than seven days prior to the event. 
 
3.  The licensee must comply with all City of DeKalb and 

State of Illinois liquor license requirements. 
 
4.  The licensee must ensure that an individual who has 

completed Beverage Alcohol Sellers and Servers Education 
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and Training (BASSETT), or equivalent training, is present 
at the point of sale and distribution at all times during 
which alcoholic beverages are sold and/or distributed. 
 

C. Applications for permits for the consumption of alcoholic 
beverages shall be accompanied by the payment of a fee in 
the amount of $100 per event; if the event continues 
beyond a single day the fess shall be assessed $100 per day.  
Unless the application is denied, the fee shall be non-
refundable. 

   
D.     Holders of permits for the consumption of alcoholic beverages at 

Park District facilities shall be subject to all applicable Park 
District, municipal, county, and State laws, regulations and rules. 

 
Section 8.05 Animals  
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person having control of any dog or other animal to 
cause or permit such animal to be on any lands or properties owned by the DeKalb Park 
District including without limitation any street, sidewalk, path, parking lot or other public 
place or facility, unless it is on a leash not longer than fifteen feet and which leash is held 
by such individual, or if the dog or other domesticated animal is specially trained to assist 
the visually impaired or other persons with disabilities when the animal is accompanying 
the person with a disability for the purpose of providing such assistance.   Such individual 
having control of such dog or animal must be in possession of a device for the removal 
of, and depository for the transportation of, animal excrement from the property and must 
remove any animal excrement deposited on Park District premises by such dog or animal 
in his control.   
 
No person shall lead or allow being loose upon District property any horse, pony or other 
riding animal.   
 
No person shall trap, catch, wound or kill, or treat cruelly, or attempt to trap, catch, 
wound or kill any bird or animal in any park.  
 
No person may feed any wildlife including ducks, geese, squirrels or any other wildlife 
within the park system.  
 
Any animal found within the park system, in violation of this section, may be 
apprehended, removed to an animal shelter, public pound, or any other place provided for 
that purpose, impounded, all at the expense of the owner.   
 
Section 8.06 Bicycles  
 
 Paved pathways in the parks are provided for use by pedestrians and bicyclists.  
Bicycles may be used elsewhere in the parks provided their use will not interfere with 
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other park patrons or activities and provided that their use does not tend to injure, damage 
or destroy park land or park property.  The permitted use of bicycles other than on paved 
path is intended for the convenience of the bicyclist, who should exercise due regard for 
and to the extent reasonably convenient should use existing bicycles paths, roadways, 
parking lots and bicycle racks wherever possible.    
 
Section 8.07 Camping  
 
 No person shall place, erect or use any hammock, swing, tent or other shelter or 
otherwise camp or sleep in the park system, except upon written permission of the 
Director.   
 
 
 
 
Section 8.08 Closing Hours  
 
 The District’s parks shall be closed from 30 minutes after sunset, until 30 minutes 
before sunrise the following morning except parks having lighted athletic fields which 
shall close at 11:00 PM on days which have scheduled games and the Katz Dog Park 
which shall be open from sunrise until the lights are turned off in the evening, but no later 
than 9:00 PM. Closing hours of community recreation centers, rental shelters, and special 
events shall be specified from time to time by the Director. No person or property of any 
kind shall remain in the parks after closing time without permission from the Director.  
 
 The District may close one or more District parks, building and facilities for any 
interval of time as deemed advisable and in the best interest of the public and the District.   
 
Section 8.09 Clothing  
 
 No person shall enter, appear, be or remain anywhere in the park system in a state 
of nudity or in an indecent or lewd attire.   
 
Section 8.10 Commercial Photography  
 
 No person shall take or cause to be taken any still or motion pictures (including 
video tapes), for purposes of advertising without first obtaining permission from the 
District.   
 
Section 8.11 Damage to Property  
 
 Unless authorized by a written agreement with the District or otherwise expressly 
permitted by the District, no person while on District property:  
(i) deface, disfigure, break, cut, tamper with or displace or remove in or from any District 
property or building, (ii) destroy, cut, break, injure, disturb, sever from the ground or 
remove any sod, soil, earth, rock, timber, wood , material, or growing thing including but 
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not limited to any plant, flower, flower bed, shrub, tree growth or bring any tool or 
instrument intended to be used for cutting thereof, (iii) set fire to any trees, shrubs, plants, 
flowers, grass, or plant growth or allow any fire upon land to extend to the District 
property.   
 
Section 8.12 Disorderly Conduct  
 
 No person shall commit any act or use language which may be considered 
abusive, threatening, indecent, or a breach of peace or any act which may be defined as 
disorderly conduct under  the Illinois Criminal Code, 720 ILCS 5/26-1,2,3, or 4.   
 
Section 8.13 Electronic Devices  
 
 No person shall use (i) any electronic, mechanical, manual, electric, digital, 
voltaic or other device, instrument or means capable of recording, producing, duplicating, 
reproducing, storing, copying, transmitting or displaying any visual, video, photographic, 
electronic, digital, recorded, or other visual image, picture, or representation, including 
but not limited to any camera, photographic camera, video camera, fiber optic camera, 
motion picture camera, television camera, camcorder, or videotaping device, or (ii) any 
cell phone of any type or kind regardless of its capacity or lack thereof to produce a 
visual image, in any restroom, locker room, lavatory, bathroom, shower facility, or 
dressing room, in any building or facility owned or under the control of the Park District.   
 
Section 8.14 Encroachment, Unlawful Construction or Maintenance 
 

No Person shall upon or in connection with any property owned and/or managed 
by the District: 
 

(a) Erect, construct, install, or place any structure, building, improvement, 
shed, fence, wall, dog run, dog house, tree house, playhouse, play 
equipment, TV or radio reception device, machinery, equipment, or 
apparatus of any type, whether stationary or moveable and whether 
permanent or temporary in character, or stockpile, store or place any 
organic or inorganic material used for the construction of such items on, 
below, over or across District property without the written authorization 
from the District, and then only in accordance with the terms and 
conditions set forth in a license agreement, easement or other written 
agreement.  Corporations may be prosecuted for a violation of this Section 
when an agent of the corporation performs the conduct that is prohibited. 
 

(b) Perform, cause or authorize any mowing, trimming, cutting, or grooming 
of District property, or perform any similar grounds maintenance for any 
purpose, or in any like manner encroach onto District property from 
privately or publicly owned lands. 

 
(c) Place, stockpile or store any gravel, stone, dirt, sand, wood, lumber or any 
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other organic or inorganic material on District Property. 
 

(d) Place any electrical wire, conduit, or pipe, or any public service or private 
utility, into, upon, above, or across or beneath District Property, unless a 
Permit, License, or Contract therefor has first been obtained from the 
District. 

 
(e) Plant vegetation of any kind on District Property without written 

authorization of the District. 
 

(f) Allow, authorize, build, construct, or place the discharge point of any 
sump pump, pool, water feature, or foundation drainage, or any storm 
water management measures, including but not limited to swales, drains 
and contouring, that directs or is intended to direct sump pump, foundation 
drainage discharge or storm water drainage, onto District Property. All 
discharge of sump pumps and foundation drainage adjacent to Park 
property, shall be setback from the Park property line, in such a manner 
that the water flow is discharged onto the originating property and flows in 
accordance with Illinois drainage law. 

 
(g) Any person, who violates any part of this Section shall remove any 

encroachment from District Property, after receiving written notification 
of violation from the District and in accordance with the timeframe and 
removal specifications outlined in such notification. Any person receiving 
a notice of violation shall have 10 business days to appeal in writing to the 
District’s Executive Director, who will rule on the merits of the appeal and 
determine necessary actions. If dissatisfied with the Executive Director’s 
decision, the appellant(s) may appeal to the District’s Board of Park 
Commissioners. The Board of Commissioners, in consultation with legal 
counsel if necessary, will make a final ruling on the merits of the appeal 
and respond in writing to the appellant(s). 

 
(h) The District may remove any encroachment(s) from District Property and 

assess the person(s) who violated this Section the cost of removing such 
encroachment(s), and such charge shall be in addition to and not in lieu of 
any other penalties or remedies provided for in this Ordinance or any 
applicable City of DeKalb ordinance and/or State law. 

 
(i) Any person who commits a violation of any part of this, in addition to any 

other civil or criminal penalty imposed, may be subject to a District 
ordinance fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00). 

 
Section 8.15 False Pretenses  
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 It shall be unlawful for any person to use any pass, ticket, or identification card 
other than his or her own pass, ticket or identification card to gain entry or attempt to gain 
entry to, use or participate in any Park District program, league, facility grounds or event.  
It shall be unlawful for any person to alter, change, modify or copy any pass, ticket or 
identification card for the purpose of gaining entry to or entering or allowing another or 
others to gain entry to or to enter, use, or participate in any Park District programs, 
league, facility, grounds or event under false pretenses.  
 
Section 8.16 Fireworks and Fires  
 
 No person shall light or make use of any fires in the park system, except at such 
places as may be established for such purposes.  Every fire shall be continuously under 
the care and direction of a competent person from the time it is kindled until it is 
completely extinguished.  Dumping of ashes from grills is prohibited unless designated 
containers are available.  No person shall drop, throw away or otherwise scatter lighted or 
smoking material within the park system.  It shall be unlawful for any person to start or 
spread any false alarm of fire within the park system.  No person shall fire, discharge or 
set-off any rocket, cracker, torpedo, squib or other fireworks or any substance unless 
written permission is given by the Executive Director.   
 
Section 8.17 Fishing  
 
 No person shall have in his possession or take or attempt to take any fish in any 
waters of the park system, except in designated areas and subject to rules as may be 
promulgated by the District and State of Illinois and subject to such rules set by the 
District form time to time. No person shall ice fish on the waters of the park system.   
 
Section 8.18 Gambling  
 
 No person shall gamble, as defined in Section 28-1, Chapter 38, Illinois Revised 
Statutes, within the park system.   
 
Section 8.19 Games and Sports  
 

No person shall engage in any sport, game or amusement on District property 
except at such places and times as may be designated by the District and then only under 
such rules as are prescribed.  Nor shall any person walk, remain or conduct themselves 
upon such portion of the park system designated for any particular game, sport or 
amusement in such a way as to interfere with the use of such portion by persons who are 
using the park system for a particular sport, game or amusement for which it has been 
designated.  No person shall engage in any activity in a manner so as to endanger, injure, 
or damage persons or property in any way engaged in the proper use of the park system.   
 
Section 8.20 Gifts and Gratuities 
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 No person may promise or tender to, nor may any park employee, officer or 
commissioner accept any property or personal advantage from any person which would 
influence the employment of function of the park employee, officer or commissioner.   
 
Section 8.21 Golfing  
 
 No person shall golf or practice golf on any property owned or controlled by the 
District, except at River Heights Golf Course and Buena Vista Golf Course, or in 
conjunction with organized, authorized supervised recreation programs approved by the 
District. 
 
Section 8.22 Landscape 
 
 No person within the park system shall damage, destroy, deface, or remove any 
temporary or permanent structures or landscaping placed there by the District.  No person 
shall excavate or take soil of any kind from the park system.   
 
Section 8.23 Loitering  
 
  No person shall loiter or remain on District property either alone or in 
consort with other persons in such a manner that:  (1) unreasonably obstructs the usual 
use of entrances, hallways, corridors, stairways, or rooms designated for specific 
purposes; (2) impedes or disrupts the performance of official duties by District 
employees; (3) prevents the general public from obtaining the administrative or 
recreational services provided on District property in a timely manner; (4) restrict 
vehicular or pedestrian or restrict free ingress to and egress from District property; after 
being requested to leave, move, or disperse by any employee of the District, or where the 
District has posted a sign or signs that prohibit loitering.   
 
Section 8.24  Metal Detectors  
 
 No person shall operate any device which is designed for the detection of metal 
objects on or below District property.   
 
Section 8.25 Minors  
 
 No parent, guardian, or custodian of a minor shall knowingly assist or allow such 
minor to do any acts on District property in violation of any law ordinance or rule of the 
District.  A minor is defined herein as any person who is under the age of eighteen (18) 
years.   
 
 The parent or legal guardian of an un-emancipated minor who resides with such 
parent or legal guardian shall be liable for damages caused by the willful or malicious 
acts of such minor as provided in the Illinois Parental Responsibility Act, 740 ILCS 
115/1, et seq.  This section shall not affect the recovery of damages in any other course of 
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action where the liability of the parent or legal guardian is predicated on a common law 
basis.   
 
Section 8.26 Mob Action  
 
 No person shall engage in mob action.  Mob action consists of any of the 
following:  (i) the use of force or violence disturbing the public peace by two or more 
persons acting together without authority of the law; or (ii) the assembly of two or more 
persons to do an unlawful act; or (iii) the assembly of two or more persons, without 
authority of law, for the purpose of doing violence to the person or property of any one 
supposed to have been guilty of violation of the laws or for the purpose of exercising 
correctional powers or regulative posers over any person by violence.   
 
Section 8.27 Obstructing Travel 
 
 No person shall set, or cause to be set or placed, any goods, wares, merchandise 
or property of any kind so as to obstruct travel on District property.  
 
Section 8.28 Parking Lots  
 
 No person shall, either alone or in consort with, or in conjunction with or together 
with, another or others, remain in or on, or loiter on or near, or congregate or assemble 
on, or play on any parking lot maintained by the District, or remain in, or near any parked 
motorized or non-motorized vehicle in or on any such parking lot, it being the declared 
intent of the Board that parking lots of the District are for the sole and exclusive purposes 
of the parking of motorized and non-motorized vehicles in an unoccupied state and for 
providing ingress and egress to the respective park properties.  The playing of radios or 
other similar audio-electronic devices on, in or upon motorized or non-motorized vehicles 
parked on a parking lot of the District, or at a level in excess of 30 decibels on any 
parking lot, and the possession, use or consumption of alcoholic beverages, liquor or 
controlled substances or narcotics in, on or near a parking lot of the District are each 
hereby prohibited.   
 
 
 
Section 8.29 Permits  
 

Applications for Permits shall be filed with the Director not less then fourteen (14) 
days nor earlier than the first Monday in the February of the applicable calendar year of 
the date on which it is proposed to conduct any activity in a park requiring a permit.  
Such application shall be sworn to and shall state:   
 

1. The name of the person or organization wishing to conduct such activity;  
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2. If the organization is proposed to be conducted for, on behalf of, or by an 
organization, the name, address and telephone number of the headquarters of the 
organization, and of the authorized and responsible head of such organization;  

 
3. The name, address and telephone number of the person who will be the chairman 

of such activity and who will be responsible for its conduct;  
 

4. The name, address and telephone number of the person or organization to whom 
the Permit is desired to be issued;  

 
5. The date when such activity is to be conducted;  

 
6. The portion of the Park System for which such Permit is desired;  

 
7. An estimate of anticipated attendance; and  

 
8. The hour when such activity will start and terminate. 

 
The Director may grant and issue the Permit if:  

 
1. The proposed activity or use of the Park System will not unreasonably interfere 

with or detract from the general public enjoyment of the Park System;  
 

2. The proposed activity and use will not unreasonably interfere with or detract from 
the promotion of public health, welfare, safety and recreation;  

 
3. The facilities desired have not been reserved for other use at the day and hour 

required in the application;  
 

4. The conduct of such activity will not substantially interrupt the safe and orderly 
movement of traffic;  

 
5. The conduct of such activity will not require the diversion of so great a number of 

peace officers to properly police such activity and the areas contiguous thereto, as 
to prevent normal police protection to the City; 

 
6. The conduct of such activity is not reasonably likely to cause injury to persons or 

property, incite violence, crime or disorderly conduct;  
 

7. Such activity is not to be held for the sole purpose of advertising any product, 
goods, or event, and is not designed to be held purely for private profit;  

 
8. The person or organization desiring to engage in said activity, shall post with the 

Director, cash or surety bond in an amount sufficient to cover the costs of 
cleaning up all debris and trash that results from this activity and restoring the 
premises to neat and good order.   
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Each permit shall state the following:  

 
1. Date of such activity;  

 
2. The portion of the Park System thereof to be used; and    

 
3. Hour when such activity will start and terminate.  

 
The application may contain a requirement for an indemnity bond to protect the Park 

District from any liability of any kind or character, and to protect the Park District from 
property damage.   
 
Section 8.30 Picnics  
 
 No person without a permit shall hold a gathering at a District picnic shelter when 
said shelter has been reserved on a specific date at a specific time by an individual or 
group with a permit.  Permit holders would be entitled to use of the designated area for 
the time as listed on the permit.  All other use is on a first come first served basis.   
  
Section 8.31 Play Classes and Camps  
 
 No person or organization shall bring or cause to be brought into the park system 
any play class, camp, or other organized group of any kind, organized for profit except 
into the swimming pools of the District where each person entering must pay a daily 
admission.  
 
Not for profit agency day camps, play classes or organized groups may use the facilities 
of the park system with the written permission of the Director.   
 
Section 8.32 Power Driven Mobility Device 
 
 No person shall upon, within or connection with property of the District: (i) 
Operate a Power-Driven Mobility Device unless said person is qualified under the ADA.  
(ii) Operate a Power-Driven Mobility Device except in a park or facility in which the 
general public is allowed. (iii) If used in a facility exceed 4mph or be operated in a 
manner that might jeopardize the safety of the operator, employees or participants. (iv) If 
used in a park or outside, exceed 6mph, posted park operating hours or be operated in a 
manner that might jeopardize the safety of the operator, employees or participants. (v) 
Carry another person on the frame of the device or any object on the frame that would 
make the device less stable.   
 
 Power Driven Mobility Device where used means wheelchairs, mobility scooters, 
electronic personal assistive mobility devices (EPAMDs) and specifically excludes riding 
lawn mowers, golf carts, wheelchairs with rubber tracks, gasoline powered, two wheeled 
scooters.   
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Section 8.33 Public Assemblies  
 
 No person shall engage in, participate in, aid, form, or organize any assembly or 
group of people or make any speeches, or conduct any parades, musical program or 
festivals, in any park unless a Permit has been obtained from the Director, and unless that 
Permit is carried by the person heading or leading such activity; provided, however, that 
the provisions hereof shall not apply to students’ work when constituting a part of their 
educational activities and under the immediate direction and supervision of the proper 
school authorities; nor to any governmental agency within the scope of its functions.   
 
Section 8.34 Refuse  
 
 No person shall deposit or leave any garbage, debris, refuse or other material of 
any kind on the park system grounds or waters, nor discharge any injurious or vile 
substance of any kind upon the property of the District.  Paper, glass, cans, garbage and 
other refuse of every kind, resulting from picnics or other proper use of the park system, 
shall be deposited only in receptacles provided for the purpose, and no person shall litter, 
suffer or cause the park system to be littered in any way.   
 
Section 8.35 Restricted Areas  
 
 No person shall enter upon any portion of the park system where entry is 
prohibited by the District by sign or other suitable notice.  No person shall enter or 
attempt to enter any building area or facility in the park system which is closed to the 
public, or is under construction in an unfinished state, or scheduled for a specific group or 
activity unless invited to same; nor shall any person not invited or not having paid an 
admission fee, when such is charge, enter an area, building or place when it has been 
rented or otherwise reserved.   
 
Section 8.36 Selling  
 
 No peddler, vendor or any other person involved in an endeavor for profit shall 
engage in the commercial sale, rental, exhibition, or distribution of goods or services, 
including without limitation the giving of instruction or lessons for a fee, upon District 
Property unless he has received a permit, license or contract therefore from the District.  
 No person engaged in the sale or distribution of goods or services under this 
section shall obstruct or impede pedestrians or vehicles, harass park visitors with physical 
contact or persistent demands, misrepresent the affiliations of those engaged in such 
activities, misrepresent whether the goods or services are available without cost or 
donation, or interfere, interrupt, or engage in conduct incompatible with the purpose of, 
any program, activity, function, and/or special event conducted, sponsored, licensed or 
otherwise permitted by the District.   
 
Section 8.37 Skating and Sledding  
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 No person shall skate, sled, toboggan, ski, slide, snowboard, inner tube, or carry 
on to similar activity in the park system except as such places and times as the District 
may designate for the purpose.  No person, while engaged in such activity shall conduct 
himself in such a manner as to annoy others or endanger, injure or damage persons or 
property in any way.   
 
Section 8.38 Skateboarding  
 
 No person using roller skates, in-line skates, skateboards, roller skis, coasting 
vehicles, or similar devices on District property shall interfere with pedestrian use of 
sidewalks or use of the streets by vehicles or otherwise act negligently, recklessly or 
without due caution or in any manner so as to endanger any person or property.  No 
person shall use such devices on District property where such use has been posted and 
prohibited.   
 
 No person shall violate the rules established for the Skate Park:  (i) Protective 
equipment is required to be used during skating activities; (ii) Personally owned ramps, 
boxes, or other devices may not be brought to the facility, (iii) Glass objects and 
containers are prohibited, (iv)Participants skate at their own risk and are responsible for 
inspecting equipment prior to use.   
 
Section 8.39 Sleeping in the Park System  
 
 No person shall place, swing, occupy or use a hammock in the Park System, nor 
shall any person, sleep or otherwise remain in the Park System between the hours of dusk 
and dawn, unless a Permit has been obtained from the Director.   
 
 No person shall use District property in a manner designed or calculated to act as 
a substitute for a residence or means of support.   
 
Section 8.40 Smoking  
 
Section 8.40(A): Definitions  
“Enclosed area” means all space between a floor and a ceiling that is enclosed or partially 
enclosed with (i) solid walls or windows, exclusive of doorways, or (ii) solid walls within 
partitions and no windows, exclusive of doorways that extend from the floor to the 
ceiling. 
 
“Enclosed or partially enclosed park facility” means any sports pavilion, stadium 
gymnasium, health spa, arena, swimming pool, skating rink or other similar space where 
members of the public assemble to engage in physical exercise or participate in athletic or 
recreational activities or to witness sports, cultural, recreational or other events and which 
constitutes an enclosed or partially enclosed sports arena under the Smoke Free Illinois 
Act (410 ILCS 82/1, et seq.). 
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“Park property” means any land, building, enclosed or partially enclosed park facility, or 
other public place which is owned, leased or operated by the DeKalb Park District, and 
includes portions of land and buildings owned by the park district which is leased to a 
private third party individual or entity or to which a private third party individual or 
entity has been granted a license by the park district to use all or a portion of its land, 
buildings and/or enclosed or partially enclosed park facilities. 
 
“Smoke” or “smoking” means the carrying, smoking, burning, inhaling or exhaling of 
any kind of lighted pipe, cigar, cigarette, hookah, tobacco, weed, herbs or any kind of 
smoking equipment (i.e. E-cigarettes, or other vaporizing devices).  Smoke or smoking 
does not include smoking that is associated with a native recognized religious ceremony, 
ritual or activity by American Indians that is in accordance with the federal American 
Indian Religious Freedom Act, 42 U.S.C. 1996 and 1996a, for which all applicable 
federal, state, county, local and park district permits, if any, have been procured. 
E-cigarettes are battery-powered devices that are designed to mimic cigarettes by 
vaporizing a nicotine-laced liquid that is inhaled by the user. The use of e-cigarettes in 
workplaces and public places is a significant public health concern, not only because of 
their unregulated constituents and the potential health impact of the vapor on users and 
bystanders, but also because e-cigarette use causes public confusion as to where smoking 
is allowed, resulting in compliance problems with smoke free laws. 
 
The definitions of “enclosed or partially enclosed sports arena” and “public place” set 
forth in Section 10 of the Smoke Free Illinois Act (410 ILCS 82/10) are hereby adopted 
and are expressly incorporated herein and made a part of this Ordinance by reference. 
 
Section 8.40 (B): Smoking in Park District Buildings Prohibited 
Smoking in park district buildings, enclosed facilities on park property, enclosed or 
partially enclosed park facility, or within fifteen (15) feet of any entrance, exit, window 
that opens or ventilation intake that serve any park district building, enclosed area on 
park property, or enclosed or partially enclosed park facility, is prohibited.  No person 
shall smoke in any park district building, enclosed facility on park property, or enclosed 
or partially enclosed park facility, or within fifteen (15) feet of any entrance, exits, 
window that opens or air intake that serve a park district building, enclosed area, or 
enclosed or partially enclosed park facility where smoking is prohibited. 
 
Section 8.40 (C): Designation of Other Non-Smoking Areas 
Smoking is prohibited in the following designated areas of non-enclosed areas of park 
property, including outdoor areas: 
(i) Within fifty (50) feet of all athletic fields, bleachers, hard court play surfaces, 
swimming pools, playgrounds, shelters and dog park, unless specifically exempted within 
the Ordinance. 
(ii) Within fifty (50) feet from a designated park program being operated on park 
property at which members of the public are visibly present. 
(iii) Within fifty (50) feet of the area in which a park district special event is conducted 
on park property. 
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(iv) On other non-enclosed areas of park property where smoking is prohibited and 
said areas are conspicuously marked by no smoking signs. 
 
Section 8.40 (D):  Exemptions 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Ordinance, smoking is only allowed in the 
following areas on park district property and in the following park district vehicles: 
(i) On the River Heights and Buena Vista golf courses and in golf carts operated on the 
golf courses. 
 
Section 8.41 Snowmobiles  
 
 No person shall drive, ride, or otherwise operate a snowmobile on District 
property.  A snowmobile is defined as any self-propelled vehicle intended for travel 
primarily on snow, driven by a track or tracks in contact with snow, and steered by ski or 
skis in contact with snow.   
 
Section 8.42 Soccer Goals  
 
 No person shall move or alter goals in any manner except in case of emergency or 
with the permission of the DeKalb Park District.   
 
Section 8.43 Soliciting  
 
 No person shall solicit, peddle, or beg for any purposes within the park system.  
No person shall take up any collection or solicit or receive contributions of money or 
anything else of value in the park system without first obtaining a permit from the 
Director.   
 
Section 8.44 Sound and Energy Amplification  
 
 No person shall play or operate any sound amplification devices including public 
address systems, musical instruments and the like, or operate any other energy 
amplification device or musical instrument without permission from the Executive 
Director or his/her designee.  Permission will not be granted when it is deemed that sound 
produced by such devices is a public annoyance.   
 
 No person shall make or cause to be made any excessively loud or unreasonable 
noise which disturbs the peace.  Excessively loud or unreasonable noise is defined as 
noise inconsistent with or not reasonable to park and recreation activities.  This shall 
include the loud or amplified playing of any type of audio equipment, radio, or stereo, 
noisemakers, musical instrument, or sound equipment.  This section will not apply to 
activities conducted, sponsored, licensed or otherwise permitted by the District.    
 
Section 8.45 Swimming  
 



Ordinance 07-10: Park Code Page 27 
 

 No person shall bathe, swim, wade, float, splash, or otherwise enter District 
waters other than that designated as a swimming pool.  Users shall comply with all 
policies, rules and regulations as the District may designate for those pertaining to 
swimming pools.   
 
Section 8.46 Traffic 
 
 (a) Speed Limit:  No person operating a vehicle shall violate regulatory and speed 
restrictions which may be from time to time adopted by the District and posted.  No 
person shall operate any bicycle, motor vehicle or other conveyance on any roadway, 
sidewalk, driveway or parking lot in the Park System faster than 15 miles per hour or in 
any manner endangering persons or property.  The speed limit for a Power Driven 
Mobility Device will not exceed 6mph.   
 
 (b) Roadways:  Unless authorized by the Director, no person shall operate any 
motor vehicle except upon the parking lots and roadways provided for driving or parking 
the same. 
 
 (c) Rules and Regulations: No person shall operate or park any motor vehicle 
except in accordance with the laws of the City of DeKalb.   
 
 (d) Obstructing Travel: No person shall set or place or cause to be set or placed, 
any goods, wares or merchandise or property of any kind so as to obstruct travel in any 
park.  
 
 (e) Parking of Vehicles:  No person shall park a vehicle on District property in 
such a manner as to obstruct traffic flow.  No person shall park a vehicle overnight 
between 2:00 AM and 5:00 AM or as posted, on District property without prior written 
permission from the Director, except in the event of an emergency situation, in which the 
person shall notify the District of the nature of the emergency through any one of its 
agents and/or employees.  Emergency parking shall be no longer than 48 hours. The 
District shall not be liable for any damage occurring to any vehicle and/or property 
contained in it.   
 
 Vehicles improperly parked in the park system shall be towed away at the 
owner’s expense.   
 
 (f) All Terrain Vehicles are prohibited in the park system with the exception of 
those utilized by the District for programming and maintenance purposes.   
 
Section 8.47 Tree Protection 
 
 Definitions:  
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Diameter at Breast Height (DBH): The diameter in inches of a tree as measured 
through the main trunk at a point four and one-half feet (4.5’) above the natural 
grade level.  
 
Protected Tree: A “protected tree” means any desirable tree that has a DBH 
between ten (10”) and twenty inches (20”). 
 
Heritage Tree: A “heritage tree” means any desirable tree that has a DBH of 
greater than twenty inches (20"). Trees that have received special care provided 
by the DeKalb Park District for the treatment or prevention of disease or 
infestation may also be considered a heritage tree. 
 
Hazard Tree Assessment: International Society of Arboriculture Tree Hazard 
Evaluation Form, 2nd Edition. This form will be used by trained Park District staff 
when evaluating trees for removal and accompanied by at least three photos 
documenting tree issues.  

 
Drip Line: A vertical line run through the outermost portion of the canopy of a 
tree and extending down to the ground.  
 
Protective/Temporary Fencing: A snow fence, chain link fence, orange vinyl 
construction fence or other similar fencing with a minimum four foot (4') height. 

 
Tree Removal Authorization: Permission granted by the DeKalb Park District to 
remove a protected tree or a heritage tree.  
 
Tree Protections  
 
Prior to starting a construction or park improvement project, tree protections for 
the project will be outlined in a tree protection plan. This plan will outline what 
steps need to be taken in order to protect trees while the project is ongoing. The 
plan will be implemented prior to any construction beginning.  
 
It is the responsibility of DeKalb Park District Staff, the developer and/or 
contractor and his/her subcontractors to take appropriate action to protect and 
preserve all trees outlined in the tree protection plan and during all phases of 
construction.  
 
A. Protective/Temporary Fencing shall be required for any protected trees 

and heritage trees within the active construction zone to prevent 
infringement on the root system from any construction related activities. 
The protective fencing must encompass no less than 75% of the radius of 
the drip line of the protected tree, excluding any pre-existing structures, 
foundations, slabs, roadways, highways, and driveways. All fencing must 
appear on construction documents and shall be installed prior to any other 
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construction related activity. The fencing shall remain in place until all 
other construction related activity has been completed.  

 
B. Prohibited activities adjacent to trees shall include but not limited to the 

following:  
 

1. Material Storage: No materials for construction or waste 
accumulated due to excavation, demolition, or construction shall 
be placed under the canopy of any tree.  

 
2. Equipment Cleaning/Liquid Disposal: No equipment shall be 

cleaned or other materials or liquids deposited or allowed to flow 
over land within the limits of the canopy of any tree. This includes, 
without limitation, paint, old solvents, asphalt, concrete, mortar or 
any other material. 

 
3. Tree Attachments: No signs, wires or other attachments other than 

those of a protective nature shall be attached to any tree.  
 
4. Vehicular Traffic: No vehicular and/or construction equipment 

traffic or parking shall take place within the limits of the protective 
fencing.  

 
5. Grade Changes: No grade changes in excess of two inches (cut or 

fill) shall be allowed within the limits of the drip line of any tree.  
 
6. New Impervious Paving: No new paving with asphalt, concrete or 

other impervious materials in a manner which may be expected to 
severely damage or kill a tree shall be placed within the limits of 
the drip line of any tree. If efforts are made to protect the tree 
roots, such as root pruning, an exception may be made by the 
DeKalb Park District Executive Director or designee. 

 
Tree Removal Authorization 

 
A. Authorization. No person shall cut down, destroy, move, remove, or 

effectively destroy, any tree located on district property without first 
obtaining tree removal authorization. See Park District ordinance code 
Section 8.11 Damage to Property. 

  
B. Process.  Tree removal request must be submitted in writing to the 

Superintendent of Parks and Development.  
 

C. Authority to Review and Approval. The Superintendent of Parks and 
Development shall be responsible for the review and approval of all 
requests for tree removal authorizations submitted in accordance with the 
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requirements specified herein.  The Superintendent of Parks and 
Development may take one of the following actions: 

 
1. Approve - The Superintendent of Parks and Development shall issue tree 
removal authorization. 
 
2. Deny - The Superintendent of Parks and Development can deny the request. 
Reasons for denials can be obtained by request. 
 
3. Defer- If the removal request is for a heritage tree or there are other 
concerns that deem it necessary the Superintendent of Parks and 
Development shall defer the decision to the DeKalb Park District Board of 
Commissioners.  
  

D. Authorization Expiration. Tree removal authorization issued in connection 
with an approved site plan shall be valid for the period of the site plan’s 
validity. A tree removal authorization not issued in connection with a site 
plan shall become void after 90 days after the date of approval.  

 
E. Authorization for Removal of a Heritage Tree - A heritage tree may only 

be removed with approval from the DeKalb Park District Board of 
Commissioners.  

 
The following exceptions for removal must be approved by the DeKalb 
Park District Executive Director or designee and be accompanied by a 
Hazard Tree Assessment and photo documentation:  

  
1. The tree is dead and has no ecological, cultural or other value to the 

park district. 
 

2. The tree is diseased or dying and constitutes a threat to healthy trees, 
to property, or to public safety. 
 

Tree Removal in Parks by DeKalb Park District staff or contractors: 
 
When park staff or a contractor are performing tree removal in DeKalb Park District 
parks, park staff must complete a Tree Hazard Evaluation form with photo 
documentation attached and submit documentation to the Park Forman prior to removal. 
If tree is a heritage tree this documentation must be submitted to the Executive Director 
or designee prior to tree removal. The following exceptions may apply: 
 
 1. Removal of dead trees in parks. 
  

2. Removal of trees infected with a pest or disease (e.g. Emerald Ash Borer, 
Dutch Elm Disease, etc.) 
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3. Removal of Hazard trees in parks and along district trail system that pose an 
immediate threat to healthy trees, property, or public safety. 

 
4. Clearing or tree removal in Park District owned woodlands and natural areas in 
conjunction with an approved natural areas management plan. 

 
Section 4.  Severability.  In the event that any section, clause, provision, or part of 
this Ordinance shall be found and determined to be invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, all valid parts that are severable from the invalid parts shall remain in full 
force and effect. 
 
Section 5.  Repeal and Savings Clause.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall 
affect any rights, action, or causes of action which shall have accrued to the DeKalb Park 
District prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.  
 
Section 6.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 
its passage, approval and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
Section 8.48 Unclaimed Articles  
 
 The officer or any employee so designated who shall find any bicycle, wagon, or 
other toy or attire in the park system violating any provision hereof shall impound and 
place same in an area designated by the District.  
 
Section 8.49 Watercraft  
 
 No person shall operate a boat in, on or upon any waters of the park district 
except for programs under the supervision of the District or without first obtaining a 
permit from the Director. 
 
Section 8.50 Yard Waste 
 
 No person shall bring in, dump, deposit or leave any landscape waste, yard waste, 
grass clipping, leaves, trees, bushes, shrubbery, or clippings from same in any Park.   
 
Section 8.51 Weapons  
 
 No person shall bring, carry or use projectiles, knives, firearms, explosive 
substances or weapons of any kind in the park system.   
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CHAPTER IX 

ENFORCEMENT  
 

Section 9.01 Cooperation with Authorities  
 
 No person shall hinder, interfere with, disobey or in any manner refuse to 
cooperate with the officers and employees of the Park District in the performance of their 
duties.  No person shall falsely represent, pretend to be or impersonate any officer or 
employee of the District.   
 
 
Section 9.02 Hindering  
 
 No person shall resist any officer or employee of the District in the discharge of 
his duty, or fail or refuse to obey any lawful command of any such officer or employee or 
in any way interfere with or hinder or prevent any such officer or employee from 
discharging his duty, or in any manner assist or give aid to any person in custody to 
escape from custody or to rescue or to attempt to rescue any person when in such 
custody.   
 
Section 9.03 Penalty 
 
 Any person violating or disobeying any provision of the DeKalb Park District 
Code shall be guilty of a petty offense and may be forthwith evicted from Park District 
property, may have his or her pass, token or ticket forfeited for the season and may be 
fined upon conviction, not less than $25 nor more than $1,000 for each provision 
violated, the fine to be recovered in manner and form as provided by law.   
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CHAPTER X  

CONSTRUCTION AND REPEAL  
 

Section 10.1 Owner Liability  
 
 Any person who is owner, registered owner, or in control of any animal, vehicle 
or other property of any kind, brought, placed, parked, or remaining in the park system, 
or otherwise in violation of this Ordinance or other ordinance or rule of the District, shall 
be deemed prima facie responsible for the violation involved and subject to the penalties 
provided herein.  
 
Section 10.2 Repeal  
 
 All prior Ordinances of the DeKalb Park District which are inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed, specifically Ordinance Number 96-3. 
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CHAPTER XI  

PUBLICATION IN BOOK FORM  
 

Section 11.01 
 

 In lieu of other publications, this Ordinance shall be published in book or 
pamphlet form and when so published shall become effective with the same force and 
effect as if otherwise published.  Such book or pamphlet shall be received as evidence of 
passage and legal publication of this Ordinance in all courts or places without further 
proof, all as provided by law.   
 
 
Section 11.02 Effective Date  
 
 This ordinance shall take effect and be in force after its passage, approval and 
publication in book and pamphlet form as provided by law.  
 
 Passed and approved by the Board of Park Commissioners of the DeKalb Park 
District on the 8th day of November, 2007.    
  
 
 
Revised January, 2018  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


	No Person shall upon or in connection with any property owned and/or managed by the District:

